
 

 

 

 

  

ENERGY FOR A FAIR SOCIETY IN A SAFE PLANET 

 

We will meet on the shores of the Mediterranean, where medieval trade fuelled the 

beginning of the process of capitalist accumulation, setting the ground for our current 

social metabolism. This is also the place where many of humankind‟s deepest 

interrogations found a soil to grow. 

The members of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law will gather in the 

historic and beautiful city of Tarragona in 2014 to look critically at key issues raised 

by the energy crisis and the environment. The first IUCNAEL Colloquium held in 

Shanghai, China in 2003 was centred on energy issues as well. More than ten years 

have passed since that inaugural meeting, new questions have arisen; old questions 

require more nuanced answers. Energy is still today a topic of crucial importance, a 

key factor of social metabolism, related to almost every important issue regarding 

environmental protection and the economy ranging from water consumption, through 

food security to inter-generational equity, for example. 

As The Future We Want — the Declaration of the Rio+20 Summit — points out, 

energy has a “critical role” to play in the process of development. We are seeking to 

find an “appropriate energy mix to meet developmental needs”, while being aware of 

the effects of our energy consumption on the environment and the limitations of our 

current energy model. 

The possible oil peak, the problems regarding biofuels, climate change and 

greenhouse effect, environmental and social effects of big hydroelectric plants, 

uranium mining, nuclear energy after the Fukushima incident, competition for 

resources, the implications of tidal power and so on … There are a lot of crucial 

issues for humankind directly related to energy. 



 

 

The search for safe and sustainable sources of energy is one of the fundamental 

problems of humankind today. At the same time, ensuring energy supply is causing 

environmental degradation and social disruption. Development, environmental justice 

and preservation of life on our planet earth come together when energy issues are 

considered.   

For this reason, we have chosen energy as the overall organizing theme of the 2014 

IUCNAEL Colloquium. The concept „sustainable development‟ as a paradigm for the 

integrated governance of economic, social and environmental protection matters 

seems to be in decline. There is a need for new approaches to cope with the world-

wide ecological crisis, including the field of energy policies. With this in mind, the 

proposed papers should focus on new perspectives on the interface between energy 

policies and environmental protection that transcend traditional cost-benefit-analysis 

and security based approaches. In particular, we welcome contributions focusing on 

the interaction between energy regulations and policies with democratic principles, 

public participation, human and peoples‟ rights, the accountability of states and 

corporations and, in general, environmental justice. 

Paper abstracts written in English or Spanish and focused on the Colloquium theme 

that address any one of the topics listed below are invited for submission.  Abstracts 

of not more than 400 words should be sent to the organising committee 

(iucnael2014@urv.cat) and the IUCN Academy Secretariat at iucnael@uottawa.ca 

by Saturday 1 March 2014: 

-      Fossil fuels and oil peak 

-      Water and energy 

-      Nuclear energy 

-      Biofuels and Renewable energy sources 

-      Energy market regulation 

-      Energy transition: New models of energy production and consumption 

-      Energy and Smart Cities: Role of cities in energy use and production 

-      Energy Grids Development 

-      Waste and energy sources 

-   Climate change: Mitigation and adaptation policies, International 

negotiations, social impacts, environmentally displaced persons 
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-   Impact litigation, external conflict management and alternative means of 

dispute resolution 

-     International security and geopolitics of energy supply 

-  Universal energy access, environmental governance, democratic 

participation and energy model 

-     Technology, energy and law 

-     Financial needs of energy supply 

More information will soon be available on the 2014 Colloquium 

webpage of the Universitat Rovira i Virgili and the 

Academy.  


