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PROGRAMME 
 
9.30 am Registration 
 
10.00 am Introduction 

 
10.10 am Keynote speech 

 
 Professor Philip Plowden, Dean of the School of Law, Northumbria University.  
 Assessment and Clinic: a transatlantic perspective – Philip will report on the 
 continuing debate in North American Law Schools about the value and problems 
 associated with attempts to grade the clinical experience.   
 
10.40 am Coffee 
 
11.10 am Round table 1 – Feedback in clinical legal education 

 
Mike Bennett: University of Portsmouth. Feedback on Reflection Clinical reflection 
is generally individual and personal to the student. This paper will consider how the 
feedback on reflection needs to vary from that given for other educational tasks. 
 
Karen Clubb: University of Derby. Use of tutor feedback to develop reflexivity in 
students - Avoiding Ghost writing. The paper considers some of the practical 
difficulties in the provision of feedback, in particular the need to align this to clear 
assessment criteria, and questions whether such feedback should centre on 
development of reflective process or product. 
 
Carol Boothby and Caroline Foster: Northumbria University.  The effectiveness of 
clinical feedback methodology.  Teaching and learning in clinic is perceived as 
providing a high level of individual feedback – are there areas for improvement?  This 



paper looks at the various methods of feedback currently used within the Student Law 
Office clinical programme and explores other innovations in feedback methods.  

 
12.30 pm Lunch (provided) 

 
1.30 pm Round table 2 – Assessment 

 
 

Vicky Murray and Tamsin Nelson: Northumbria University.  The use of grade 
descriptors to assess Clinical work This paper reports on research Vicky and 
Tamsin are undertaking into a recent move away from assessment criteria to the use 
of grade descriptors to describe the performance expected of students at different 
grade boundaries in clinical practice.   

 
Maria Marques, Director of the Environmental Law Clinic, Rovira i Virgili University, 
Tarragona, Spain.  Practical skills assessment in the context of an 
environmental law clinic.  Maria will provide a different European perspective to the 
discourse on assessment by explaining perceived weaknesses in her Clinic’s 
assessment of practical skills and the methods and strategies being taken to improve 
it. 

 
Colleen Smith: Sheffield Hallam University.  Assessment of external placements.  
Colleen will report on the SHU Law in Practice Module where students work on 
externship placements with local law firms.  This model presents particular challenges 
regarding feedback and assessment of students where the assessor does not have 
day-to-day supervision of the work the students undertake.  The paper will address 
how these issues are dealt with on the module.   

 
 
2.50 pm Practical workshop 
 

Richard Grimes: Educational Consultant.  So you really think you know how to 
assess in clinic?  Richard will lead a practical session looking at a real piece of 
student work and analysing the issues that arise when assessing the quality of the 
student performance.  N.B. this session may require you to do some work! 
 

3.30 pm Tea Break 
 

4.00 pm Debate 
 
Jonny Hall and Kevin Kerrigan: Northumbria University.  Clinical Assessment: 
What should we be looking for?  Jonny and Kevin will advocate opposing motions 
regarding the priorities of clinical assessment.  Delegates will have the opportunity to 
contribute and cast a vote. 
 

4.45 pm Ideas session 
 
Delegates will have the opportunity to contribute to the writing of an email to the 
CLEO mail list of thoughts, reflections or ideas emerging from the symposium. 

 
5.00 pm Social  
 
 [Any delegates who would like to join us for dinner at a local restaurant please let 
 Kevin Kerrigan Kevin.kerrigan@northumbria.ac.uk know so that a booking can be 
 made. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Location 
 
The Symposium will be held at the new Business School and School of Law Building 
(pictured) in Newcastle City Centre.  The School of Law is a 20 minute walk or short taxi ride 
from the Central Train Station.  Parking is available on request.  Detailed travel information is 
available on the Northumbria University website, www.northumbria.ac.uk please click the 
Campus Map link at the bottom of the home page.  Queries: Contact Maureen Cooke: 0191 
243 7597, Fax No:  0191 243 7506, E-mail:  maureen.cooke@northumbria.ac.uk 


